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colonists,* which he thought, would result in a bettor
understanding between the English and the French and
would create new opportunities for progress. §
Lord Durham, in submitting his report to Her
Majesty, recommended an early enactment so that the
wrongs be righted before it was too late. Acting upon his
advice Parliament passed an Act for uniting Lower and
Upper Canada ( 23rd July 1840 ). By this Act the two
provinces were united and a legislature, consisting of a
Council and an Assembly, was established. A governor of
the provinces of Canada was appointed who was authorised
to appoint his deputy or deputies to assist him in the admi-
nistration. Responsibility was granted on the usual lines
and the governor was to exercise the powers .which were
necessary for guiding the colonists along the prescribed lines,
merely declamatory powers, who think out little of reforming the abuses
which serve them as topics for exciting discontent,'' Durham. lUsporl,
Vol. II, pp. 81-83.
* "The colonists may not, always know what laws nre host, for thorn,
or which of their countrymen arc the fittest for conducting their
affairs ; but at least, they have a greater interest in coming to a
right judgment on these points, and will take greater pains to do so
than those whose welfare is very remotely and slightly affected by the
good or bad legislation of these portions of the Empire. If the colonists make
bad laws, and select improper persons to conduct their affairs, they will
generally be the only, always the greatest, sufferers, and, like the people of
other conntricp, they must bear the ills which they bring on themselves,
until they chose to apply the remedy. But it surely cann'ot be the duty or
the interest of Great Britain to keep a most expensive military possession of
these colonies, in order that a Governor or Secretary of State may be able to
confer colonial appointments on one rather than another set of persons in the
Colonies," Ibid. pp. 282-283,
§ Lord John Bussel, opposing the grant of resposibility to the Exe-
cutive Council of Lower Canada, spoke:—
" That part of the constitution which requires that the mininters of
the Crown shall be responsible to Parliament and nhall be removable it they
do not obtain the confidence of Parliament, is a condition which exists in an
Imperial legislature and in an Imperial legislature only. It is a condition
which cannot be carried into effect ;n a colony, it is a condition which can

